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I am deputizlng thi6 ltrorning for our Assoclate Church President I'irs

Kennedy nho 18 here in her capacity aE Generaf Secretary. Perhaps I should

commence thls ilddreEs of l',lelcome by Siving you, by way of an introduction'
a brlef sketch of the spirltuallEt Movement in New Zealand )-eadlng up to "

the enactment whl.ch recognl-zed .our Church as a rel181ous body.

In 1855, MrB J. E. Harris-Roberts, whose framed photo6raph hangs in the

adjoinlng church haII , amlved in New Zealand from EnSland and became ole

of the nloneers of Splrltuallsm 1n this country. Some thirty years later
she 6ettl'ed in Auckland *fr""323onar.ted meetings as a result of which the

Auckland Soclety For Splritual Progress was founded.

Durlng Ju1y, 18?9 we recelved a vlsit from Mrs Emma Hardinge Britten,
authoress, glfted orator and roediuo. She conducted her first EeetinB 1u

the Garri6on Hal] in Dunedin whlch meetlng wa6 attended by some lOO0 perEous.

IIer Chalrman on that occaslon was the }IoD.Robert Stout who was Attorney-
c€neraL at the tlme later becomj.ng Chief Justice and then Prime I'1in16ter,

when he wa6 knighted. . At the tlme of the neetlng he was Pre8idetrt of the

Spirituallet Association of New Zealand.
Ilrs Brlttenrs subJect wa6 rrsplritualisn VlndlcatedAnd Clerical slandere

Refuted.." f am 6ure tha! uost 1f not aI1 Splrltuallsts are aware that 1t
wa6 through her mediumEhlp that our s€ven Prlnclpl-es were given to us fron
spirit by the Ereat lvel-sh reforner and humanitarlan Robert Cwen who had

hlmself become a convlnced. Spirituali-st 1n lB52 - "or" 
six years befole

hle transltlon. ),irs Brittenr6 vlslt to t ]ris country €iave considerable
inpetus to the efforts of our pioneers in thelr d166enj,Dat1on of our
truth6.

' Durlng the early part of th16 century, we received vlslt8 froE many

medlum6 and the6e visit6 lncluded such personalitleE as Dr Peebles and Dr

Moorey. In l9OO Splrltuallgt meetlngs comnenced 1n Chrlstchurch. fn
l/lelllngton 6uch meetin8e were coDducted by I,1r W.Mclean and 8radually the
truths of Splrltuallstlc phenonena and our phi).osophy spread throu6hout
the country.

In 1907, no6t of the churches federated lnto a National Associatlon
of Sp1ritual16t Churches and vrere Eerved not only by loca1 psychlcs but by

nedlums from overseas elther vlsltlEg orr eettllng here. Thls Assoclatlon
waa the forerunner of the preoent SplrltuallEt Church of New Zeal-and.

In 1919, between !00 and lO00 persone attended a meetlng ln the
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Auckland Town HaI1 wlth Profe6Bor Clement Wrag8e in the chalr. The loeet-

1ng was held prlmarlly for the purpose of replying publicly to a nunber

of Chrlstlan eccLesiastics who had publ-lcl-y deaounced Splritua)-ism withouL

havlng any senblance of knowledge of the subiect.
In 192O, that great BritlBh pioneer Sir Arthur Conan Doyle pald

th16 country a visit whlch aroused conslderable lnterest. He v16j-ted a

number of centres on a lecture tour.
Erom the lBth Aprl1 to the 22nd Aprll,1924 the first exhlbltiou

of psychlc art wa6 held j-n New Zealand in Auckland and later, the New :

Zealand Acadeny of Flne ArtE accepted for hanging, a nunbLr of deslgns
drawn through the mediunship of l,lrs Bertha Slnclalr BurnE.

At the Annual Conference hefd 1n 1924, it wa6 resolved to prepare
a BllL for presentatlon to Parliament. It was complled,rrith the help of
the Senlor Stlpendlary Maglstrate I-1r Poynton and wa6 presented by Slr
Alexander Young. The Eou6e wa6 sytnpathetic and the B1l-1 becane an Act of
Parllament No 2 of 1924 on the 22nd septenber,of that year. It wa6 thu6,
50 yearB ago, that The Spl-rituallst Church of Nevr Zealand, of whlch we

at thls Conference table together wlth others seated ln thi6 bu1lding, are
mer0ber6, wa6 accorried 1egaI persona.

Thls wae no nean feat because tho cllnate in tho6e day6 ua6 6uch

that our Movement was, lnter-aIia, regard.ed, as 1t et111 ls to a lesser
extent to-day, a6 one of h16 Satannlc IlaJe6tyrs nunerous cu1ts. f speak

from personal experience a6 tly father vra6 a Splrituallst and even a6 a
Emal-I boy in the ealIy nlneteen twenties I 1va6 aware that the term
I Spirj.tuali6mr was lnfra-d19.

If one browEes through Splrltualist journalE of the Vlctorian
days one 1e appalled by the vlrulence of the aE6ault6 nade on our l.lovenent
by clerice and tdevout I Chrl6tianE. Whi16t our early propagandiEts 1n

New Zealand did not have to put up $.1th the extent of the indlgnltles
suffered by thelr counterparta ln the U.S.A and Britai.n, they coul-d not
have got off 6cot-free for moving and remalning outslde the mainstream of
Chrl6tlan tradit i on.

Robert Owen once Eald that Spirituallem was destined to effect
t'the 6reate6t noraL revoLution ln the character and conditlon of the
human racorr and 1t 1s on that note that I we1eome you all here on behalf
of the Presldent, Commlttee and Member6 of thi6 Church to thl-s our tenth
meeting of the National council ln the fiftleth year of our incorpo?atlon.


